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In this issue: The Pentecost-novena and the Pentecost celebration were for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Sweden this year very special. It also had a strong ecumenical dimension. A report from Bengt Malmgren. 

PENTECOST IN SWEDEN
In Sweden KKS (Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Sweden, the National Service Committee of Sweden) have received the call from ICCRS to take part in the global Pentecost celebration, Pentecost of the Nations, with great joy.

 

PRAYER VIGIL 2nd OF MAY

The Pentecost novena was opened by a prayer vigil in the Catholic Cathedral in Stockholm the 2nd of May. The prayer-intentions of the novena were the suggested intentions from ICCRS combined with intentions concerning Sweden and the Charismatic Renewal in Sweden. On this first day of the novena we also prayed for the Jesusmanifestation which was to be held in Stockholm the 3rd of may.

 

JESUS-MANIFESTATION IN STOCKHOLM 3rd OF MAY

We can not report about the events on Pentecost without mentioning the great ecumenical public event on Saturday 3rd of May in Stockholm: The Jesus-manifestation in which also the CCR in Sweden took part. There is a very dynamic process of ecumenical relations in Sweden, and the idea of having this public manifestation of unity and proclaiming Christ to the world came from a Pentecostal pastor, Stanley Sjöberg, and many Christian denominations and groups took part in this event which demonstrated a unity not only between the denominations, but also between different language-groups in our multi-cultural Swedish society. About 15.000 persons took part in this great manifestation. It began with public meetings on different squares in Stockholm and finished with at grand manifestation in Kungsträdgården, a park in the centre of Stockholm.

 
CELEBRATION ON PENTECOST DAY

On Pentecost day KKS invited to a celebration in the Sancta Clara Church in the centre of Stockholm. Catholics took part in the ordinary Pentecost-day Mass in the Catholic parishes in the morning, and in the afternoon this celebration was held in two sessions, the first at 02:00 PM with a seminar followed by adoration with intercessions and sacramental blessing. About 50 persons took part in this, and in the second session which was announced as an ecumenical celebration in cooperation with the Sancta Clara Church and their conference Charisma 2008, there was a preaching by deacon Pancho Chin A Loi and invocation of the Holy Spirit, personal prayer for outpouring of the Spirit and final prayer and praise. In this second session took part about 70 persons. 

ECUMENICAL RELATIONS

Santa Clara in the centre of Stockholm is a very dynamic parish in the Swedish Lutheran Church. The Charismatic Renewal in Sweden has very good relations with them; we have jointly arranged Charismatic conferences and Life in the Spirit seminars. Among others Fr. Raniero Cantlamessa and Sr. Briege McKenna have visited the Church as much appreciated guests. The parish is practising the Cell-group system for Parish Evangelization and some years ago Don Pigi Perini from St. Eustorgio parish in Milan was invited. The Conference Charisma 2008 which was held 9-11th of May was about charismatic gifts, and they had invited ecumenical guest-speakers. On the 9th of May the catholic bishop of Stockholm Anders Arborelius talked about speaking in tongues, and on the 10th of May Roger Larsson from Salvation Army talked about prophecy.

Pictures and videos from the events can be found at the kks homepage: www.katolsktfonster.se/kks
 

Bengt Malmgren
secretary of KKS
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